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President’s Message

Hello to all.  Our month of March brings forth the wearin' of the green, whether you do it to preserve the luck of the Irish, or just to welcome in the beginning of spring, the beginning of new growth, flowers bursting into color or for any other reason.  May the sun shine always on your face and the wind be at your back.  Hopefully this will be a year of growth for us, lets all try to bring in at least one new member.  Growth is what makes our guild move forward and new ideas are always welcome.  

 

Our Quilt Show is underway, under the able leadership of Becky McKnight, we have a wonderful location and the price is right.  We do need a new theme for the show; it will be the first week-end in May, 2008.  So put on your thinking hats and come up with something to do with flowers, the first of May, teas, something fun and catchy.  We will have a small prize for the winning suggestion. I'm sure Becky will give you all the details in her report.  Thanks Rosie for sharing your home with us for the show meeting.  Let’s all be sure and get behind Becky and make this show the great success it can be.  

 

To those of you who participate in Swap-a-block, I found this in a recent quilt book, "bugfabric.com" it features, bugs, animals, fish, frogs, turtles, and more.  Have fun, it looked like there was a lot to choose from.

 

In January we lost another of our guild members, Betty Bush, took that final journey on January 26,  both Nite Owls, and TlC lost a good member and believer in guilds.  I, as many others lost a wonderful friend, one who was very instrumental in bring quilting into my life.  I shall miss her greatly, and wish her well on this last great adventure.  It’s up to us to carry on and keep our guilds growing and beneficial to all our members.

 

We have one of the best guilds ever, all of you are so very talented and generous with all of your time and talents, and it is greatly appreciated not only by me but by each and every member.  Thank each one of you.

 

Keep those stitches straight and strong,

Jessie 

(626)339-2733

                Calendar of Events
Mar 6              General Meeting- 6:30pm

                               Pearl Pereira

                             Social time- 6:00

                 Board Meeting after meeting

Apr 12            General Meeting- 6:30pm

                                 Rob Appell

                              Social time- 6:00

                 Board Meeting after meeting
Apr 14            Workshop- Leslie Strollo
                          “Make a Jacket”

May 10            General Meeting- 6:30pm

                                Sandy Turner

                              Social time- 6:00

                 Board Meeting after meeting

May 12            Workshop- Sandy Turner

                         “Birds in the Air”hhhh

June 14           General Meeting- 6:30pm

                               Ann Turley

June 16           Workshop- Ann Turley

                           “Feathered Star”

Programs 
Sorry I missed the January meeting and Lisa Ann Carrillo. I heard good things about the meeting -- that the speaker, as part of her historical presentation, did some disrobing!!! My husband and I were in Arizona visiting the Kartchner Caverns State Park south of Tucson. It's an amazing place. One of the caves is the size of a football field with formations formed over hundreds of thousands of years.
Programs and Workshops for 2007
March 6 -- Pearl Pereira -- "Road Trip" trunk show. Pearl does beautiful appliqué. She creates and publishes her own patterns and books and will share how she got started...
April 12 -- Rob Appell -- Rob will do a trunk show. His biographical information includes a photograph with a surf board. I call him a "surfer dude." His bio says that he brings a fresh, young feel to his quilts. He specializes in quilted seascapes and all his quilts are man and machine made. He teaches school and designed a fabric line for Free Spirit Fabrics in his spare time.

April 14 -- Workshop -- Make a jacket with Leslie Strollo. Every time I see Leslie wearing her jacket, I want to make one.

May 10 -- Sandy Turner -- "I Love the Fabric, but What Do I Do with It?"

May 12 -- Workshop -- Sandy Turner. This workshop emphasizes the use of pictorial fabric in the construction of "Birds in the Air" blocks. She says the design possibilities are endless and so much fun. 

June 14 -- Ann Turley -- "Confessions of the Quilt Police" -- Ann is speaking all over So Cal, Utah and Texas now so we have her reserved for our guild.

June 16 -- Workshop -- Ann Turley's Feathered Star (paper pieced)

July 12 -- Potluck

August 9 -- Paula Reid -- Trunk Show. Paula does beautiful machine quilting for quilters like Alex Anderson.

August 11 -- Workshop with Paula Reid on machine quilting.

September 13 -- Cathy Van Bruggen -- "All About Appliqué" 

October 11 -- Earlean Miller

October 13 -- Workshop with Earlean

November 8 -- Jill Schumacher -- "Creating Your Heirlooms of Tomorrow" -- She bills herself as Quilt maker to the Queen. Ask Leslie Strollo or Karen Pinkelman about her work.

November 9-10 -- Workshop with Jill Schumacher -- machine quilting. She studied with Diane Gaudinski who was a featured artist at Road to California a few years ago, and her workshop filled up immediately. 

December 13 -- Holiday Dinner and Party

Maxine, 626/332-0179, maxinesmith@verizon.net
2006 Board and Committee Chairs-
President
Jessie Hahn
1st Vice Pres. (Programs)
Maxine Smith
2nd Vice Pres. (Membership)
Meri Spitzer & Leah Tribble
Secretary…………………………………………………………………Sue Peterson
Treasurer
Donna Long

Block of the Month……………………………..Pat Price & Jackie Reed
Door Prizes/Split the Pot
 Pat Richards & Nancy Meyer 

Historian………………………………………………………………………Connie Long
Hospitality…………………………………………….Mary Bowman & Friends
Librarian 
Dolly Holmes & Babara Walters
Newsletter
Debbie D’Angelo 

Newsletter Mailing……………………………………….………Marion Holder
Parliamentarian
Marlene Hinton
Philanthropy…………………………………………………………………..Pat Maxcy

Publicity & Advertising…………………………………………..Irene Parker
Quilt Show…………………………………………………….……Becky McKnight
Secret Pals
Shirley Wiltshire
Show & Tell
Jeanne Bury & Anne Sonner 
So. Calif Council Rep.
Ann Turley
Sunshine
Bernice Manning
Web Master
Sue Laughton

Swap-A-Block/Charm Squares………………………….…Denise Cohen
Opportunity Quilt………………………………………………………Rosie Creel
Christmas Party……………………………………………………..Bertha Oliver
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General Membership Meeting

Second Thursday of each month

6:00 – 6:30 p.m…………Sew, share & hospitality

6:30 – 8:30 p.m………………..……..General meeting

Covina United Methodist Church

437 W. San Bernardino Road
Covina, CA 91723-1521

www.TLCQuilters.org
E-mail: tlcquilters@yahoo.com
2007 Swap a Block and Charm Squares

This year I am planning to carry an animal theme throughout the year.  I am hoping that the animals throughout the squares will unite them and create fun and exciting set of quilts for us all.  For the first four months we will do a four square block.  Directions are below:

Cut 3 strips of two different pieces of material, (one piece of the theme fabric and one contrasting) 3 ½ inches wide. Sew 3 strips using one piece of each material. You will end up with a strip 6 ½ inches by width of fabric.  Iron the seams towards the darker material.  Cut the strips into 3 ½ section.  Invert one piece and sew it to a second piece.  The finished square should measure 6 ½ by 6 ½ inches.

In May and again in September we will be changing the design of the square.  The themes for the months are as follows:

[image: image6.wmf]March               Frogs

April                 Ducks

May                  Butterflies

June                  Ladybugs/insects

July                   Eagles/Birds

August              Zoo animals

September         Owls or bookworms

October             Cats

November         Turkeys

December          Reindeer

Only your support will help this to work!  I am looking forward to another fun year.

Denise Cohen

Swap a Block – Each month the participating members (anyone) make 12 identical blocks based on the theme for each month. These blocks are swapped so that each participant gets a variety of blocks (12) back.
Charm Squares – Anyone can participate in this exchange. Bring 100% cotton blocks measuring 61/2 x 61/2 of the themed fabric of the month. You then can trade with others at the guild meeting. Trade as many as you like.
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Treasurer Report-February, 2007
	Receipts
	 
	
	Disbursements
	

	Membership
	 800.00 
	
	Speaker mileage

	Donations
	   30.00 
	
	Speaker
	398.95

	Special event- opportunity
	 108.00 
	
	Newsletter printing

	Programs
	
	
	Hospitality
	40.60

	50/50
	   38.00 
	
	Postage and supplies

	Library book sale
	   20.00 
	
	Philanthropy

	Quilt Show Proceeds
	Block of the month

	Guests
	
	
	Door Prizes
	26.91

	Workshop Fees
	 225.00 
	
	SUNSHINE

	XMAS DINNER
	
	Special event 

	QUILT SHOW
	
	Library
	

	Advertisements
	
	Rent
	

	XMAS RAFFLE
	
	Web Site
	

	
	
	
	Gifts and prizes
	27.32

	
	
	
	Workshop
	150.00

	
	1,221.00
	
	Insurance
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	643.78


Donna Long
Membership
 At the Feb meeting we had a great turn out with 70 members present and five guests.

The Milk fund brought in $30.00

We welcome our New Member:

              Vera R. Drino

              672 Thelborn

              Covina, Ca. 91723

              626 339 6522

             VeraD328@aol.com       DOB 3/28

Meri Spitzer – (909)985-7784
Leah Tribble – (626)915-7606
Sunshine                    
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Upcoming Birthdays

3/3
Deborah Pace

3/6
Dorothy Rindone

3/6
Minnie Itow

3/8
Maxine Smith

3/9
Sandra Janicki

3/11
Joanne Turnbull

3/12
Audrea Spicer

3/15
Peggy Hisatomi

3/22
Harriet Peterson

3/24
Hiromi Asade

3/25
Leota Batt

3/27
Beth Aalberts

3/27
Lydia Gonzalez

3/29
Laura McWilliams

4/2
Irma Ridgeway

4/9
Julie Malone

4/17
Jessie Hahn

If your birthday information is not accurate or omitted, please notify both the Sunshine and Membership Chairpersons so we can get it corrected.

We are very saddened this month to have to let you know of the passing of Betty Bush, who was a member of the T.L.C. Guild during the “early days.”   She will be missed by all her quilting friends.  

Please send information to me at  626-913-1416 or email 2wheelingwoman@charter.net for any of our members who are experiencing illness or an injury or who have suffered a loss, so we can send them an encouragement card and share the info with our T.L.C. family via this newsletter.
May all of your ups and downs in life be with a needle and thread.  –Author Unknown
Bernice Manning
2wheelingwoman@charter.net
2007 Philanthropy Count – 19
A special thank you to Ada Blume and JoAnne Turnbull for donating kits for two more quilts that members can check out to make and donate back to TLC for WINGS.  Each kit calls for 88 5" squares.

 

ALSO, please don't forget to donate quilts to Lanterman.  We have donated 11 so far and that's for 2006.  

 

Thank you,

Pat Maxcy 
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Split the Pot- 
Meri Spitzer                Pat Price                                        
Door Prize Winners

Sara Mallory               Katie Jimenez

Anne Hawkins            Maxine Smith

Barbara Walters          Jo Garrison

Marian Holder            Theresa Berthold
Basket Winner-

Sandy Ramirez
   Thanks to all members who have donated goodies to be used as door prizes. A special thanks to Frances Knighton for all the “good stuff” she donated for our opportunity basket drawings. Februarys basket was almost entirely donates by Frances. And I have even more items from her to put in future baskets. 

    Remember, when you’re out and about or cleaning out your sewing room, we appreciate all donations of gently used or new items. 

Thanks again!

Nancy Meyer

Door Prizes & Special Events
This and That-
Classified Ads-
Thank you for your donations of fabric, batting etc you gave me in

January.   I will be at the March meeting and if you have any more to

donate I will be collecting again.  

Thank you,  

Karen Pinkelman (909)595-5740  
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Years ago an Alabama grandmother gave the new bride the following recipe:
 This is an exact copy as written and found in an old scrapbook - with spelling errors and all.
 
WASHING CLOTHES
 
Build fire in backyard to heat kettle of rain water.
Set tubs so smoke wont blow in eyes if wind is pert. 
Shave one hole cake of lie soap in boilin water.
 
Sort things, make 3 piles
 1 pile white,
 1 pile colored,
 1 pile work britches and rags.
 
To make starch, stir flour in cool water to smooth, then thin down with boiling water.

Take white things, rub dirty spots on board, scrub hard, 
and boil, then rub colored don't boil just wrench and starch.
 
Take things out of kettle with broom stick handle, then wrench, and starch.
 
Hang old rags on fence.
 
Spread tea towels on grass.
 
Pore wrench water in flower bed.  Scrub porch with hot soapy water.  Turn tubs upside down.
 
Go put on clean dress, smooth hair with hair combs. 
Brew cup of tea, sit and rock a spell and count your blessings.
 
=======================================

Paste this over your washer and dryer.  Next time when you think things are bleak, read it again, kiss that washing machine and dryer, and give thanks.  First thing each morning you should run and hug your washer and dryer, also your toilet--- those two-holers used to get mighty cold!
 
For you non-southerners - wrench means rinse. ;)
 
AND YOU THOUGHT YOU HAVE IT ROUGH 

 
Setting Up Your Sewing Studio
Setting up your sewing room or studio depends on the size of your space. If you have an entire room you will be able to set up more work stations than if you are working in a corner of a room designated for another purpose. It is possible to put a sewing area in a large closet. 

The less space you have the more organized and compact you will have to be. And with a very small space you may wish to have fabric, pattern, and book storage in another part of the house. The main importance is to have your sewing area as convenient and user-friendly as you can. If you are unhappy with your sewing space you won't enjoy sewing in it. 

First you need to assess the amount of space you have in your home to designate for sewing. Then assess your particular sewing needs. Do you use only one sewing machine or do you wish to have a serger? Will you need space for a long arm or short arm machine and quilt frame? How much storage space will you need? Will you want to store all your fabric, supplies, and books in the same room with your sewing equipment? These questions will need to be answered.

Each studio needs space for sewing, pressing, cutting and a design wall. Additionally you need storage for fabric, books, patterns, and notions. How much storage you have in your studio depends on the size and the amount of "stuff" you need to store. 

There are four basic work stations -- Cutting, sewing, and pressing, and designing.

Cutting -- you will need a space large enough to accommodate at least an 18" x 24" cutting mat or larger. A larger mat is suggested if you have the space available. Purchase as large a cutting mat as your table will accommodate. Remember that if your arms are short you won't need as deep a cutting area as a tall person with longer arms. 

I have done most of my cutting on an 18" x 24" mat. If I need a larger cutting area, I take my cutting project to a church, library, or community room where large tables are available.

You will need a wall or pegboard near your cutting area to hang assorted acrylic rulers and tools. If you have a drawer in your table you could use it for storage of small acrylic tools, rotary cutters, and replacement blades.

Sewing -- you need space for your sewing machine and basic tools that you need near your machine such as scissors, pins, and ripper. You will also need a drawer or box for bobbins and extra feet and sewing machine attachments. You will need space for thread storage.

If you have an open sewing machine table rather than a desk with drawers, I suggest purchasing inexpensive three drawer units with castors available at discount stores and home centers. These units can be rolled out and to access the drawers and then back under the sewing table when not in use. You might also put a small cutting mat or padded pressing board on top of your rolling carts to have near your sewing machine. If you don't have enough drawers or boxes near your sewing machine, consider placing inexpensive thread racks on the wall above the sewing area. They will hold many spools of thread and are quite colorful. 

My sewing machine is located directly under a window so I have a wire rolling cart beside my machine for thread storage. Each level of the cart contains two clear plastic boxes of color coordinated thread containers. The six boxes contain all my sewing thread and bobbins. On the top of the cart is a very small pressing board. Multi-colors of thread and bobbins are readily available and so is a pressing area. 

Pressing -- If you don't have space for an ironing board you will need at least a padded pressing board. I use an 18" x 24" padded pressing board purchased at the fabric store. This one does not have a cutting mat on the reverse side. It is only used for pressing. I have placed it on a rolling microwave cart that can be moved around the room on casters. The microwave cart has a drawer and storage space behind small doors where I can store spray starch, spray sizing, and a water mister. This works well for most pressing. If I am pressing a very large quilt or large cuts of fabric, I have a large pressing board 18" x 48" covered with cotton batting and closely woven cotton fabric. I place the larger pressing board on top of the smaller one to press larger items. When I am not using the large pressing board it stands on end behind shelving units. 

Design Wall -- Your quilting studio will not be complete without a design wall. Suggestions for a design wall are a large 4" x 8" Styrofoam board from the home center. It can be permanently attached to the wall and can be covered with flannel or felt. If you have the space two boards together will make an eight foot square design wall.

Another option is a wide window shade covered with felt or flannel using spray adhesive. This can be mounted with window shade brackets on a high shelf and pulled down as needed. Then it can be rolled up and put away. 

A folding design wall can be made from a folding display board made of heavy cardboard. These are available at discount and office supply stores. It can be covered with flannel or felt with spray adhesive or an iron on fusible product. 

Buy a vinyl tablecloth with flannel backing. Attach a sleeve to the vinyl side, or simply fold a few inches to the front and stitch a sleeve. Thread it on a curtain rod and use it for a quick inexpensive design wall. 

I have a free standing design wall made with felt and PVC plumbing pipe. It can be taken apart and stored in a long narrow fabric bag in the closet. A portable design wall can be taken almost anywhere in your house or to a class or guild meeting.
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Storage Area
You need to decide how much storage area will be needed for fabric and notions. Do you have a large fabric stash and buy every tool or notion that is made available or do you only have basic tools and fabric? Open shelving is available to purchase at discount stores and home centers. Many different storage and shelving systems are available. Don't forget to check out the rolling carts made of plastic or closet organizers available. If you need more drawer space for notions and tools, individual plastic drawer units may be purchased and placed on the shelving.

Fabric Storage -- There are several ways to sort and store fabric. Fabric can be placed on open shelving or enclosed shelving. Fabric can be placed in plastic storage containers on shelving. If fabric is in open shelving a method of covering to keep fabric from light fading is necessary. Some quilters use simple window shades and pull them down to cover fabric or place inexpensive curtains covering the shelving areas containing your quilting fabric.

There are several ways to sort fabric. First you can sort according to color family. Put all the blue fabrics together, the green fabrics together, and the red fabrics together and so forth. Another way to sort fabric would be by type of fabric. Place plaids and strips together, and then solids. Place all the juvenile fabrics together, all the floral fabrics together, and all the geometrics together and so forth. You need to have your fabric sorted so you can find what you need with a minimum of searching. It is a waste of sewing and quilting time if you have to hunt for an illusive fabric you know you have in your stash. 

If you find it is easier to go buy more fabric than to look through your stash maybe you need to have a sorting session. Sort your fabric according to these criteria. Do I love it? Will I use it? I don't know why I bought this! This is ugly! Or any other questions you may need to ask. Sometimes you just need to sort out the fabric you have and will never use and donate it to your guild charity or have a "yard" sale at your quilt group. Another person may find treasures in your fabric discards.

Konstantin,
www.QuiltedParadise.com







