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February 2007

President’s Message

To all Happy Valentines, Lincoln, and Washington days.  Our shortest month and so many holidays.  No wonder teachers love February.               

 

Are we ready, we have many roads to travel, many adventures await us?  What do we see ahead?  Won't it be fun to find out as the year sails by us?   Thank you to all the ladies that volunteered for committee positions, you are greatly appreciated.  It takes us all to make our guild a great one.  We constantly need new people and new ideas, that's what makes this so much fun.  We need many new members, so get all those friends who are interested in the quilting world or even curious about it to join.  New people, new ideas, its what keeps us progressing and growing.

 

Lisa Ann Carrillo is a wonderful speaker and person, in addition to her wonderful program, she reminded us of how very important the friendships we make in our guild are to us.  There are no better friends than our quilting friends.  All friendships are precious, but somehow our quilting friends are so special.  

 

Again our show and tell was great, more talented ladies and such wonderful ideas.

 

Hope you all had a chance to get to Road to California, we are lucky to have such an important Quilt conference and show in our own back yard.  So take advantage.  Hopefully next year we will have a Quilt that we can take out and sell opportunity tickets on.  

 

Keep your stitches straight and strong, or any which way you desire, just keep stitchen'.

Jessie 

(626)339-2733
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                Calendar of Events
Feb 8              General Meeting- 6:30pm

                               Lujean Seagal

                             Social time- 6:00

                 Board Meeting after meeting

Feb 10     Workshop- Jean Kuper

                 “Super Duper Chair Cushion”

Mar 6              General Meeting- 6:30pm

                               Pearl Pereira

                             Social time- 6:00

                 Board Meeting after meeting

Apr 12            General Meeting- 6:30pm

                                 Rob Appell

                              Social time- 6:00

                 Board Meeting after meeting
Apr 14            Workshop- Leslie Strollo
                          “Make a Jacket”

May 10            General Meeting- 6:30pm

                                Sandy Turner

                              Social time- 6:00

                 Board Meeting after meeting

May 12            Workshop- Sandy Turner

                         “Birds in the Air”

Programs 
Sorry I missed the January meeting and Lisa Ann Carrillo. I heard good things about the meeting -- that the speaker, as part of her historical presentation, did some disrobing!!! My husband and I were in Arizona visiting the Kartchner Caverns State Park south of Tucson. It's an amazing place. One of the caves is the size of a football field with formations formed over hundreds of thousands of years.
Programs and Workshops for 2007
February 8 -- Lujean Seagal -- Lujean is a quilt maker, fabric artist, lecturer and instructor. As an artist, Lujean will speak about color as well as borders and what to do with them. You'll love her quilts.

February 10 -- Workshop -- Jean Kuper's chair cushion BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND -- JEAN KUPER'S SUPER DUPER CHAIR CUSHION. Tired of sitting on hard chairs? This is a simple cushion that we make in a few hours. 9 a.m. - 12 noon. $10.00 fee plus pattern fee. 

March 6 -- Pearl Pereira -- "Road Trip" trunk show. Pearl does beautiful appliqué. She creates and publishes her own patterns and books and will share how she got started...
April 12 -- Rob Appell -- Rob will do a trunk show. His biographical information includes a photograph with a surf board. I call him a "surfer dude." His bio says that he brings a fresh, young feel to his quilts. He specializes in quilted seascapes and all his quilts are man and machine made. He teaches school and designed a fabric line for Free Spirit Fabrics in his spare time.

April 14 -- Workshop -- Make a jacket with Leslie Strollo. Every time I see Leslie wearing her jacket, I want to make one.

May 10 -- Sandy Turner -- "I Love the Fabric, but What Do I Do with It?"

May 12 -- Workshop -- Sandy Turner. This workshop emphasizes the use of pictorial fabric in the construction of "Birds in the Air" blocks. She says the design possibilities are endless and so much fun. 

June 14 -- Ann Turley -- "Confessions of the Quilt Police" -- Ann is speaking all over So Cal, Utah and Texas now so we have her reserved for our guild.

June 16 -- Workshop -- Ann Turley's Feathered Star (paper pieced)

July 12 -- Potluck

August 9 -- Paula Reid -- Trunk Show. Paula does beautiful machine quilting for quilters like Alex Anderson.

August 11 -- Workshop with Paula Reid on machine quilting.

September 13 -- Cathy Van Bruggen -- "All About Appliqué" 

October 11 -- Earlean Miller

October 13 -- Workshop with Earlean

November 8 -- Jill Schumacher -- "Creating Your Heirlooms of Tomorrow" -- She bills herself as Quilt maker to the Queen. Ask Leslie Strollo or Karen Pinkelman about her work.

November 9-10 -- Workshop with Jill Schumacher -- machine quilting. She studied with Diane Gaudinski who was a featured artist at Road to California a few years ago, and her workshop filled up immediately. 

December 13 -- Holiday Dinner and Party

Maxine, 626/332-0179, maxinesmith@verizon.net
2006 Board and Committee Chairs-
President
Jessie Hahn
1st Vice Pres. (Programs)
Maxine Smith
2nd Vice Pres. (Membership)
Meri Spitzer & Leah Tribble
Secretary…………………………………………………………………Sue Peterson
Treasurer
Donna Long

Block of the Month……………………………..Pat Price & Jackie Reed
Door Prizes/Split the Pot
 Pat Richards & Nancy Meyer 

Historian………………………………………………………………………Connie Long
Hospitality…………………………………………….Mary Bowman & Friends
Librarian 
Dolly Holmes & Babara Walters
Newsletter
Debbie D’Angelo 

Newsletter Mailing……………………………………….………Marion Holder
Parliamentarian
Marlene Hinton
Philanthropy…………………………………………………………………..Pat Maxcy

Publicity & Advertising…………………………………………..Irene Parker
Quilt Show…………………………………………………….……Becky McKnight
Secret Pals
Shirley Wiltshire
Show & Tell
Jean Bury & Anne Sonner 
So. Calif Council Rep.
Ann Turley
Sunshine
Bernice Manning
Web Master
Sue Laughton

Swap-A-Block/Charm Squares………………………….…Denise Cohen
Opportunity Quilt………………………………………………………Rosie Creel
Christmas Party……………………………………………………..Bertha Oliver

General Membership Meeting

Second Thursday of each month

6:00 – 6:30 p.m…………Sew, share & hospitality

6:30 – 8:30 p.m………………..……..General meeting

Covina United Methodist Church

437 W. San Bernardino Road
Covina, CA 91723-1521

www.TLCQuilters.org
E-mail: tlcquilters@yahoo.com
2007 Swap a Block and Charm Squares

This year I am planning to carry an animal theme throughout the year.  I am hoping that the animals throughout the squares will unite them and create fun and exciting set of quilts for us all.  For the first four months we will do a four square block.  Directions are below:

Cut 3 strips of two different pieces of material, (one piece of the theme fabric and one contrasting) 3 ½ inches wide. Sew 3 strips using one piece of each material. You will end up with a strip 6 ½ inches by width of fabric.  Iron the seams towards the darker material.  Cut the strips into 3 ½ section.  Invert one piece and sew it to a second piece.  The finished square should measure 6 ½ by 6 ½ inches.

In May and again in September we will be changing the design of the square.  The themes for the months are as follows:

[image: image5.wmf]February           Bears

March               Frogs

April                 Ducks

May                  Butterflies

June                  Ladybugs/insects

July                   Eagles/Birds

August              Zoo animals

September         Owls or bookworms

October             Cats

November         Turkeys

December          Reindeer

Only your support will help this to work!  I am looking forward to another fun year.

Denise Cohen

Swap a Block – Each month the participating members (anyone) make 12 identical blocks based on the theme for each month. These blocks are swapped so that each participant gets a variety of blocks (12) back.
Charm Squares – Anyone can participate in this exchange. Bring 100% cotton blocks measuring 61/2 x 61/2 of the themed fabric of the month. You then can trade with others at the guild meeting. Trade as many as you like.
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Treasurer Report-December, 2006
Donna Long
Membership
At the January meeting   we had 53 members and 3 guests.    The Milk fund raised $15.96....
Three wonderful new ladies jointed the guild this month.  
 

[image: image6.wmf]Gaynell Frack
1335 N. Barranca #16
Covina, Ca. 91722
626 339 2052
 

Jo Garrison
1030 Fondale Street
Azusa, Ca. 91702-0821
626 966 2889                     5/11
jo.garrison@earthlink.net
 

Lydia Gonzalez
1012 Paddington Rd
Glendora, Ca. 91740
626 914 1327 (home)
213 485 4494 (work)             3/27
Luv2qlt1@yahoo.com
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Most of you have paid your dues for the 2007 year.  Please note, anyone who has not paid by the end of this month will be dropped from the mailing list.     Please make sure that your dues are paid.   It would be a shame to miss all the exciting events and informative facts in the quilting world this year.    
Meri Spitzer – (909)985-7784
Leah Tribble – (626)915-7606
Sunshine                    
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Upcoming Birthdays

2/25
Mary Haggard

3/6
Minnie Itow

3/8 
Maxine Smith

3/9
Sandra Janiki

3/11
JoAnne Turnbull

3/12
Audrea Spicer

3/15
Peggy Hisatomi

Remember to bring refreshments during your birthday month, and be sure to pick up your fat quarter!

     Please send information to me at  626-913-1416 or email 2wheelingwoman@charter.net for any of our members who are experiencing illness or an injury or who have suffered a loss, so we can share the info with our TLC family via this newsletter, and send them an encouragement card.

“If you want happiness for an hour, take a nap.  If you want happiness for a day, go fishing.  If you want happiness for a year, inherit a fortune.  If you want happiness for a lifetime, help somebody.”

Author Unknown

Bernice Manning
2007 Philanthropy Count – 7
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Pat Maxcy 
 
Split the Pot- $17.50 each
Rita Potvin              Sue Peterson 
                                        (donated back to guild)
Door Prize Winners

Sandra Ramirez       Frances Frazier
Velma Uylaki          Irene Parker

Connie Bayuque      Manon Ehlers
Jessie Hahn              Hattie Simpson
This and That-

[image: image9.wmf]Can you include the following web site in the next issue of our Newsletter?  Check out
www.harrisoncountyohio.org/community/quiltbarn.htm.  I'm from Ohio, love
old barns, and have photographed many from Ohio's Bicentennial Barn
project.  Well, quilters in Ohio have taken the project a step further
and are painting quilt squares on the sides of barns, I love it.  I'll
be in northern Kentucky at Christmas time and hope to venture into Ohio
to see some of the quilt barns.  If you think the guild members would
enjoy checking out the web page, please mention it in the next
Newsletter.  

Thanks again,

Laura McWilliams
Telephone Office - Customer Service
The Claremont Colleges 
(909) 621-8297
How To Sandwich Quilt Layers
To learn to sandwich quilt layers, first practice on a small project such as a wall quilt or baby quilt. The method for sandwiching and basting small projects is exactly the same as for larger projects. Once you get comfortable with small quilt sandwiches then try sandwiching a larger quilt.

When sandwiching a small quilt simply tape the backing fabric wrong side up to the table using masking tape. Don't stretch the backing as you are taping, it needs to be firm and smooth as when it is ironed but not stretched. 

Then lay the batting on the backing and sort of "pat" the batting in place. You don't want to stretch the batting. If you need move the batting "lift" and replace. If the batting is stretched when it is laid on the quilt it will "spring back" when the backing tape is released causing the quilt to pucker. 

Place the quilt top over the batting. When you are placing the quilt top on the batting pull it towards the outside by lifting and pulling not by pressing down and smoothing, thus stretching the batting again. 

It helps to place a few long straight pins along the edge and a throughout the quilt until the basting safety pins are in place. For best results, place small safety pins approximately 4" - 6" apart.

Layer And Baste A Large Quilt
To sandwich a large bed-size quilt you will need two or three large "banquet" size tables placed together. This works well for layering and basting a quilt and is easier on your back. Check out a church, library, or community room and ask if you can use their tables to baste your quilt. It might be a good idea to have a friend who will help especially if you have a very large quilt. You could work together and pin baste two quilts in an afternoon.

One of our local groups meets in a church hall with banquet tables. The standard height of the tables are low and cause back strain so we cut 16" lengths of 2" diameter PVC plumbing pipe and placed one of them under each table leg to raise the table so we don't have to bend and strain our backs. The length you cut your PVC pipe is determined by how long the table legs are in comparison to the height you would like to have the tables. You may want to cut them a little longer and shorten them as necessary.

Place the backing fabric on the table with the wrong side of the fabric up. Tape the edges of the backing to the edge of the table using masking tape. Your backing fabric needs to be firm but not stretched. It is important for your backing to be smooth or you will have puckers when you quilt.

The next layer is the batting. Take the batting out of the package and unroll it or unfold it and let it rest at least overnight. Or you may fluff it in the clothes dryer for a few minutes to take out the wrinkles. Read the package directions for fluffing in the dryer or for pre-shrinking instructions. Some cotton battings will shrink after the first washing. If you want the antique crinkled look of your quilt don't pre-shrink cotton and cotton blend battings. If you do not want the batting to shrink, pre-shrink your batting as recommended by the batting manufacturer and use the instructions printed on the batting package. Different brands of batting have different methods for pre-shrinking. Do not pre-shrink polyester batting; only fluff it in the dryer. 

Layer the batting on top of the backing by spreading it carefully and not stretching it. You will want to sort of "pat" it out on the backing to get it flat and smooth. If the batting is stretched slightly, it will relax when the quilt is taken off the basting table and cause puckers when quilting.

Then layer the quilt top -- right side up. Smooth the quilt top carefully so you don't stretch the batting under it. Place long quilt straight pins about six to eight inches apart along the outside edge of the quilt top through all three layers. 

Baste the quilt with safety pins. You will need several hundred for a large quilt. Be sure to buy good quality safety pins that are rustproof. Inexpensive pins that rust on your quilt are not a bargain. There are some safety pins available that are "bent" especially for quilt basting and they are easier to use... 

With safety pins, start pinning in the middle of the quilt. Place the safety pins approximately four to six inches apart depending on the type of batting you are using. Polyester batting is slippery and would need the pins to be closer whereas cotton batting clings to the cotton fabric so six inches apart would be plenty. As you pin from the center, smooth the quilt top toward the outer edge and continue pinning. When you get to the edge of the quilt, remove the straight pins and replace them with safety pins. I don't close the safety pins until the entire quilt is pinned. Then I go back and close all the pins. That way if you need to move pins to smooth out an area they are easier to move. 
When closing the pins, your fingers might get sore and tired. I use the serrated edge of a grapefruit spoon to help me close the pins. Just place the serrated part of the spoon under the point of the pin to bring it toward the pin latch to close. The grapefruit spoon does help you from getting sore fingers.

When you have pinned the entire quilt, remove tape from table and you are ready to quilt. Begin by quilting in the center of the quilt and quilt toward the outside edge. As you are quilting a specific area you may remove pins as needed to facilitate quilting. 
More on Memory Loss and the Quilting Brain

In my last article, if you remember, I wrote about how I can remember all kinds of quilting stuff, but not people’s names. TLC member Laura McWilliams e-mailed to say that she has the same problem.

This is what she said: “I want to let you know that I enjoyed your article in the December newsletter and that I suffer from the same condition!  I am in a quilting class that meets in San Dimas on Monday nights.  When my quilting friends from that class and I are talking about projects we see our classmates working on, we seldom remember the names of the ladies working on the projects. Instead our conversations refer to people as “the bird lady,” who we manage to remember is a member of the Audubon Society but we forget her name, “the lady with the really cool rolling cart,” “the lady who embellishes with all those nice buttons,” etc., etc.... you get my drift.  We know our classmates by their tools and/or projects, but not their names.  But it doesn't matter; we're all having a great time.”

“I'm responsible for all the voice mailboxes here at The Claremont Colleges; I've got about 10 thousand for faculty, staff, and students.  I just love it when one of them calls me and begins their conversation with... ‘Remember when I called you a month or two ago?’ and I have NO idea who they are.” 

In a second e-mail Laura wrote: “I'm sure many people can relate to the memory loss part!  I'm sure when I'm at Road to California, I'll run into fellow quilters but may not remember their names, but will remember what projects they've worked on!”  
My mother, who also can’t remember people’s names, says she has a “visual memory” – she can learn and remember something if she sees it, but not as well if she hears it. That theory would account for why I can remember fabric – I remember what I see. 

I know I learn best visually. If I read complicated instructions in a quilting book, it takes me a lot longer to figure out how to do the technique than if there are a few good pictures.

The speaker at our January guild meeting, Lisa Carrillo, talked about visual memory of fabric, combined with emotional memory. This especially applies to friendship quilts, made from dress scraps, for women traveling to the unsettled western United States.

Lisa read a quote from a woman who looked at a piece of fabric from her sister’s dress. “One fragment was like a picture to me,” the quilter said. The fabric incited the memory of her beloved sister who was “both bride and angel.”

Last week I heard a talk on memory by a Pomona College professor who has studied the subject for many years. As we get older, she said, we get more TOT problems. TOT stands for “tip of the tongue.” When you know something, like someone’s name, but can’t recall it, that’s a TOT. 

There are various strategies to help with this problem. One is to go through the letters of the alphabet, because if you can remember the first letter of the word, you have a better chance of remembering the whole word.

This talk was at the University Club in Claremont. My husband is on their Board of Directors, but wasn’t at that meeting (due to his bad back). A new president of the club had just been elected and I rehearsed his name over and over so I could tell my husband who it was. When I got home all I could remember was that the name started with Bs. “Bob Bowker” maybe? My husband asked me what the man looked like, which of course I remembered. “Oh, you mean Brian Bocock,” he said. 

So much for my TOT recall. I’d better stick to fabric.                                Anne Sonner
Classified Ads-
Help Needed-  I work with a Humanitarian Group in my church. We could use some materials to make our things. We could use cotton fabric, fleece, fuzzy soft fabrics or scraps, stuffing or old pillows or polyester batting scraps as well as yarn. I will have a box at the Guild meeting this month for any donations. Thank you. 

Karen Pinkelman
909-595-5740






